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The Committee Chair attended the AAPC IAC meeting April 30 and 31, 2011 in Phoenix, AZ and participated in an IAC conference call on October 17, 2011. The Phoenix meeting addressed committee coverage for two regions lacking IAC chairs; review of the operational manual with a recognition of the differences between the AAPC service center standards and Samaritan Institute standards with the AAPC focusing on the pastoral and the Samaritan focusing on operational business dimensions; update on the new AAPC structures and place within those for IAC as a membership and institutional services component; reports were received and acted upon for twelve training and service centers needing approval; there are 24 dually accredited service centers by AAPC and the Samaritan Institute, including the Danielsen Institute at Boston University; the Pastoral Care Specialist program standards and application procedures were reviewed and modified; a Diplomate/Supervisory training program of 30 contact hours utilized at the Alamance Regional Medical Center, Department of Pastoral Care and Counseling was presented by Carla Lang, M.Div., Psy.D. IAC Chair for consideration by the IAC for its approval; discussion about a new name for the IAC occurred and “Agency Approval and Accreditation” (AAA) was proposed for submission the AAPC Board which took it under advisement.
The IAC conference call on October 17, 2011 focused on a discussion of requirements for agency and individual Fellow/Diplomate provision of the Pastoral Care Specialist training program and recommendations developed for presentation to the AAPC Board and inclusion in the operational manual.
At present there is no AAPC approved pastoral counseling training program in the Northeast Region. There are three AAPC approved service centers: Danielsen Institute in Boston; Monadnock Area Psychotherapy & Spirituality Services (MAPS) in Keene, NH; and Worcester Pastoral Counseling Center, Inc., Worcester, MA. There is one AAPC Institutional Affiliate: The Norma Kent Pastoral Counseling Center, Abington, MA.
Committee members include: David Doiron, William Manseau (Chair) and Madeleine Tacy.

